
 VICKI 

AND A SUMMER OF CHANGE!

C A R E G I V E R  GU I D E
PREDICTING

 
Look at the book cover with
your child. Ask: What could
this book be about? Where
might this story take place?
What kind of change could

Vicki make? Why? With who? 

THINK ALOUD

Connect the book to 
your child's own life

experience. Connect this
book to other books your
child has read. Connect
the book to big  ideas 

or life lessons.

BEFORE-DURING-

AFTER

Increase your child’s
reading comprehension

by using a before-during-
after approach. This helps

your child comprehend
more and learn quicker.



Vicki’s desire to be like Val 
Vicki’s joy when Val invites her to join cleaning up
Vicki being told “You’re never too young to make a
difference."

BEFORE: Read the title of the book with your child. Then take a
few minutes to explore each of the following concepts: Change:
Ask your child what change means. Then ask him or her what
they want to change in their neighborhood. Community: Ask
your child to identify people in your community and what they
do.
DURING: Talk about what's happening in the story as you’re
reading; Look at and discuss the illustrations; Stop to explain
interesting or tricky vocabulary words; Talk about surprising or
sad passages; Help your child understand these parts of the
story:

Brainstorm what might happen in the story. Ask: “What do you
think will happen next?”   

AFTER: Help your child reflect on
what he or she has read. Do some
or all of the following: Ask your
child to summarize the story. Do a
“picture walk” and have your child
tell you the story as you page
through the book, using 
 illustrations as clues. Ask your
child to share their favorite part of
the book and explain why.  Have
your child rate the book on a scale
from 1 to 10. Then have him or her
explain why they like or dislike the
story. Have your child act out his
or her favorite part of the story.

Brainstorm what might happen in
the story. Ask: “What do you
think will happen next?” Connect
the book to your child's own life
experience: “What things would
you like to change? Why? How?”
Connect the book to other books
he or she has read: "Do you know
any other stories about children
that help make change happen?"
Connect the book to big
ideas/lessons: "This story helps
me understand that when we
keep working for what we want
and don’t give up we can be
successful.”

For more information and a
coloring sheet please go to:
https://www.redsugarcanepress.com/n
ew-children-s-book/vicki-a-summer-
of-change-un-verano-de-cambio/

 VICKI AND A SUMMER OF CHANGE

Inspired by historical events that took place in New York City in
1969 when members of the Young Lords Organization united
with residents to make positive changes in their neighborhood.
Vicki and her older sister, Valentina, live in East Harlem where
rotting garbage is everywhere because city sanitation trucks
rarely pick up the trash. When Young Lords start sweeping the
streets neighbors with brooms and Vicki and Valentina eagerly
join them. Together, the sisters discover they too can help
change their community and the world.

B Y  R A Q U E L  M .  O R T I Z  &  I R I S  MO R A L E S

THINK ALOUD


